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GENEVA (14 July 2020)– The COVID-19 pandemic has sparked a pandemic of
gender-based violence and discrimination against women that requires urgent
action, say UN and regional experts on violence against women and women’s rights.

As countries imposed lockdowns to fight the health pandemic, the world saw
“dramatic increases in cases of domestic violence, including violence by intimate
partners, sexual violence and femicide,” the seven experts* said today in a joint
statement. “Urgent steps must be taken to combat this pandemic within a
pandemic.

“The global response to the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted existing gaps and
deep-rooted gender-based discrimination,” they said.  “Fewer police interventions
and the closure of courts, shelters and essential services for victims have
emboldenedperpetrators and aggravated risks faced by women and girls.”

They also said restrictions on the provision of health and reproductive health
services, increased domestic and unpaid care responsibilities, and the burden of
providing for the basic needs of family life were taking an additional on both the
physical and mental wellbeing of women everywhere.

“The closure of schools poses an additional problem, with millions of girls being kept
at home, heightening the risk of sexual exploitation, early pregnancies, rape, early
marriages, forced marriages and female genital mutilation,” they said.
“As the world struggles to contain the COVID-19 pandemic, we call on all States to
seize the opportunity to ‘build back better’ by reinforcing and expanding efforts
they have already made to promote and protect the rights of women in all spheres
of life,” the experts said.

ENDS

* Dubravka Šimonovic, Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes
and consequences; Hilary Gbedemah Chairperson of the UN Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women; Elizabeth Broderick, Chair of the
UN Working Group on the issue of discrimination against women in law and in
practice; Marceline Naudi, President of the Group of Experts on Action against
Violence against Women and Domestic Violence of the Council of Europe (GREVIO);
Margarette May Macaulay, Inter-American Commission on Human Right’s
Rapporteur for Women’s Rights; Lucy Asuagbor, Special Rapporteur on Rights of
Women in Africa; and Tatiana Rein Venegas, President of the Committee of
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Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention.

The Special Rapporteurs are part of what is known as the Special Procedures of the
Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts
in the UN Human Rights system, is the general name of the Council’s independent
fact-finding and monitoring mechanisms that address either specific country
situations or thematic issues in all parts of the world. Special Procedures experts
work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their
work. They are independent from any government or organization and serve in their
individual capacity.

For more information and media inquiries please contact the mandate of the UN
Special Rapporteur on violence against women: Orlagh McCann (+41 22 917 7900/
omccann@ohchr.org  ) or Renata Preturlan (+41 22 928 92 54 /
rpreturlan@ohchr.org ), or write to vaw@ohchr.org

For media enquiries regarding other UN independent experts, please contact
Renato de Souza (+41 22 928 98 55 / rrosariodesouza@ohchr.org) and John
Newland (mediaconsultant2@ohchr.org)
Follow news related to the UN’s independent human rights experts on
Twitter @UN_SPExperts.

Concerned about the world we live in?
Then STAND UP for someone’s rights today.
#Standup4humanrights
and visit the web page at http://www.standup4humanrights.org
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