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Colombia's army chief resigns in
wake of scandal

STORY HIG HUGHT S
• Gen. 1,lario I,Ionto', a steps dO"in amid scandal o', er ' illinQs 01 ej',i lians in Colomb ia
• I,Ionto" allegedly encouraged promo!ion 01 aflieers ·., hose unii s _;11 !he ma s! rebels
• Hum an riQhts Qro ups so ,.policy encou raged ~ i ll i n Q 01c i '~ l i an s presented as rebels
• UN onielal sai s she considers extrajudicial killinQs " i idespread and si stema!ic'
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BOGOTA, C"om b< . IAPl - The eommander al Colomb ia s arml resiQn ed abruptli Tuesdal in a ....ideninQ
seandal o...er the killinQ 01 seores 01 ei',i lians alleQedly spurred bf promo tion -seekinQolli eers to infiate rebel
bodi eounts
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Gen. f,Iario Monto·, a. ....ho "i on wide aeelaim lor the
blood less hostaQe reseue 01 InQrid Betancourt
and tt1ree U.S. militarl eontractors on Jul, 2 did
not mention the seandal as a lactor in his
retirem ent aner 39 , ears al s e r~ ee

He did. hO",'ie·,er, ask his eountr,men not prejudQ e
soldiers ''''ho ha·, e been implieated in the scandal
to afiord them 1he riQ ht to delend themsel',e s.-

The resiQn ation lo llows stinQinQeritidsm 01 an
arm,.policy f,Ionto j' alleQe dl,. encouraQed al
promo tinQolli eers whose units kili the mo st lenist
rebels
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Hum an riQhts Qroups sa ,.that policy eneouraQ ed
soldiers in reeent , ears to kili seores - perhaps
hundreds - 01 d ',i lians who were presented as
Querrillas slain in eomb at Proseeutors sa, tt1e l

are in·, estiQatinQmor e than 90 arm.,. ollieers in 3ueh cases

Sinee f,Iontoia tOO" eommand ol the arm/. in ".pril 2006 the nation s militar/.has seored historie Qains
aQai nst the I....estem Hemi sphere s I.st major remaininQrebel arm l , the lenist Re','olutionarl -"rmed Forces
01 Colombia. or fARC

The Qo', emment no'''' s. ,.s it rejects that palie,. and President Alvaro Uri t>e last ....eek fired 20 arm i efi ieers
includinQthree Qenerals. l ar neQ liQ enee in lailinQto pre·, ent O! in"e stiQate sueh killinQ s whieh he blamed
on "criminals eonsp irinQ·,..ith members 01tt1 e militar/.'

I,Ionto·, •. ~9 . also "i as a ehiel arehitect of the Jul,. 2 hostaQe reseue in ''''hieh militar;' intell iQe nee aQe nts
helicoptered 1~ hostages to salet,. b,.trickinQrebels into belie',inQthe,.were an intemational humanitar ian
Qroup transferrinQthe hostaQ es to another rebe l eamp
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one ol the slain Soaeha men

On Saturdal , tt1 e Unite<! tJat oo s' top huma n riQhts ollidal told
reporters arter a " 'eeklonQlact-findinQmission tt1 at she eonsidered the
etlrajud ieial l<illinQs ; ' i idespread and s,.stematie."

In the mo st pub lieized case. the bod ies 01 11 men ....ho disappeared
l rom tt1e poor BOQota suburb al Soacha earl ,.thi s ', ear later were lound
in eommon Qra·, es in . eonfiictzone hundreds 01 miles awar

- ~ he resiQned. it s beeause he sinned." sa id Luz Palacio. the mother al
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His eritics aeknowledQe that kidnappinQ s and street crime in major eities are down but sa,. f,Ionto', a s
polieies ha.-e made Colomb ia s eountr,.side mor e danQ erous
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~ lormer lar-riQht warlord has aeeused Monto', a 01 pro',id inQille Qal militias ....ith weapons . nd a C I ~ mem o
leaked to the Los .A,n Qeles Tim es sa)s f,10nto)a earried out joint operations with the so-ealled par.militaries
as a briQade eomm ander in Medellin belore his promotion M . byGoog le

~J a '~ Pilla ,.. tt1e U.W s hiQh eomm issioner lor hum an riQhts said tt1 at the killinQ s 01d ',i lians were erim es
aQainst hum anit,. and that il Coiomb<. s crim inal justiee s, stem didnl de.1witt1 tt1e m adequatel /. the,. eould
lall under juris diction al the Intemational Criminal Court. , ". ,,~, " "'. """,.1 ..pl. 'n"'" , ,,,,."'".,,~" •
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Last month. .~m n e st,. l n te m at i o n a l ealled on tt1e United States. the top 10reiQn baeker al Colombia s armed
lorces. to h. lt militar,. aid until stricter measur es were taken to halt the killinQs

"''' '' "' f,Ionto.,.a s resiQn ation was Qreeted enthusiasticall ,. b,.human riQhts
acti'.ists
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"Gen. I,Iario Monto,.a has been nam ed in mu ltiple hum an riQ hts reports
as ha',in Qeommitled .i olations back to the 1970s." said ~,a n Cepeda
director 01 the ~J ation a l Mo...em ent 01 Victims 01 State Crim es
E_", . i1 " . ¡';. " O l + 1iiI M'", it Se . ..
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