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AP Ioreign Satun:lay noverreer 6 2006

By FRANK BAJAK

Assoc lated press wnter: BOGOTA COIOmDla (AP) _ rne cornmanaer of

cocece-s army res!QOed aDruPllY TueSday In a widenlng scencarove
me kJIIIng 01' seo-es 01' c....-ans aHegedly spulTed lJY promouon-seelOng
crseers lo .,nate reoeJ tlO<l'y counts

Gen MariOIdOntoya wl'lOWll -..cJe acclalm lar the OloodIess hoslage
rescue 01' lngod Betaocourt and tnr.. U S mMary COfltrac!0f5 0fI July 2
dId not menbOtl lile Sl:aoaaI as a lac tor In M rebrement arte r 39 years 01'

servce

He dId 1'letwever a$k tlIS countrymefl not pre,uoge SOklIerl> wl'lO lIaYe

been~aled" lile SUiI'lO<lI 10 .1110.-0 tnem 'me nghI 10 oelend- -
PresKlent Al'I aro urt:>e UlIed Montoya 'one 01 lile test pererais tre
republic has tIad'" ana s..nly named a replacement Gen Osea
Gonzale.Z. whO currently!leaos the armed eeces-joI1t CanllDean
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Montoya's res'9llabOtl fOIOwS sbnglng CntJClSITI of an army poIIcy he

allegeOly encouraged 01pron1OtII'lg ofIIcers whOse unllS kiI me rnost

IeTtlst reces

Lasl~d Iess ' \ln _ /lIl/lIIIe 100-~ guoII¡o 01 n ernpted mur".,. 01 Sonn Fe...
lea".,..
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"11he restqnec. it'S tleeause ne slnnea.· sala Luz Palacio t~ e mOl~e r 01
one olt~e slaln Soacria men

Human nghts groups say mat poIIey eneouraged scce es m recent years
lo kiI seo-es a:: pemaps nunared5 a:: 01cMllans wno were
peesemec as guerrillas Sl¡¡un on cornDat Prcsecutoes say Illey are
inyeslig abng more Illan 90 arrny cecers In such cases

r ne !JO'Iemment now says ~ rejects jnat pohcy ano unce las! weec erec
20 a rmyortc ers ineluding mree genera ls lo.-negllgenee In la illng lo
preven! o.-mvesnqate sucn 1;IIIIngs '/l'I1ocn!le Olamed en ' crirmnals

censplring wm memters 01 me m" ltary '

On Saturday tne unnec NatlOll's 10Il numan ngnls OnlC ia l t~d reporters
alte r a weel;loog tact-nncmq rmsson tnat ene ccesoereo Ihe extrajud icia l
I;illings "wicespread ano systemauc •

In trie most putlliCiled case me eooes 0 1 11 men wno orsappe areo trorn
the poor Bogota sutlu rtl 01 scec na ear1y I~ I S vear were tater rour c in
common graves in a conmct zcne nuncrecs 01miles away

Sinee Montoya tOOk commano 01tne army In April 2006 I~ e nat ion 's
milrtary ~ as $Cored nistonc galns aga,nst me Western Hemlspnere's lasl
major remalning reDel army tne len,st ReyOll!llonary Armed Forres 01
CoIomtl ia or FARC
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Montoya 59 also was a cn.ef arcnrtect 01 tne July 2 hostage rescue In
wlllch mllrtary intelligenee agents neilcOlltered 15 hostages to sale!'; by
lric klng rebels into DeileYlng t!ley were an Intem atlOf\al numannanan
group transfem ng me nostages to anotner reDel camp

Hls cntleS acknowledge mat klClnapplngs ano streel crvne mmaJllr crtleS
are dowrt DuI say MOfIloya's poIlC.es nave malle COIOml:lla·s countrysKle

more dangerous

A tormer lar.figltl warlOrd nas accUSed Montoya 01proYIdIng ilegal
ITIIIItJas WIIIt weapons ana a CtA. memo Ieal;ed 10 the Los AngeleS TilleS

says Montoya carneo out JOIllI ope rabOtlS WlII1 me so-c alled
pararrWtanes as a DngaOe cornrnanoer In l.\eoeIIn pnor 10 tus prornolIon
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tJavl PiIlay me U" 's l10gfl COl\'l'l'llSSIOfIef Ior hUman ngn~ salCl tna! !he
kAngs 01' CMlf,,;¡ffl werec~ aga¡nst runanrty ano !ha! 11 ColornDoa 's
crnwlal jusllCe system <)OH' lleal WIIIt tnem Mequa!ety they cooldla l

unóer ~nsdIcbOn 01' me IntemallOflal ClmIIai COOrt

Last monlh AlmeSty InlemallClnal catled 0fI lile UMed Stales me top
lo.-eIgIl bac: _el" of C<:«lmDoa's armed Iortes 10 nan~ry alCl l,lllUl
stricte r measures ..ere ta_.., lO na~ lhe~

Uontoy a's re5lgl'labOtlWas greeted ent!luSlasIJCally Dy tlllman ngnts
aclMsts

' Gen Mano MOntoya nas Deert named lI'l muthPle tlllman ngnts reports
as haYJnQ tClrmlllted 't'IOIatoons bac:k lO the 11l7OS • satd l\ran Cepeaa
directo.-of!he llilbOtlal MlNement 01Vlctms 01Stale Crvnes

Assoc lated Press wnter Cesar Garcl<J COfltnDUled lO tniS report
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