
 

 

 

Iran: UN rights experts express outrage after recent 
executions and call for an end to death penalty  

 

 

GENEVA (5 June 2014) – A group of United Nations human rights experts* 
expressed outrage at the execution of political prisoner Gholamreza Khosravi 
Savadjani on 1 June and urged the Government to put an end to executions once 
and for all. 

 

Mr. Khosravi was arrested in 2008 and initially sentenced to six years in prison for 
alleged espionage by a Revolutionary Court. While he was serving his sentence, in 
2011, Mr. Khosravi was put on trial again. He was sentenced to death under the 
charges of Moharabeh (enmity against God) for allegedly sharing information and 
possibly providing financial assistance to a London-based TV station supposed to 
be affiliated with the Mujadiheen-e Khalq (MKO) organization. 

 

“The execution of an individual for the alleged offence of transmitting information 
and providing financial assistance to a dissident organization is simply illegal,” the 
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Christof 
Heyns, said.  

 

The human rights expert stressed that “the death penalty is an extreme form of 
punishment and, if used at all, should only be imposed for the most serious crimes, 
after a fair trial that respects the most stringent due process guarantees as 
stipulated in international human rights law.” 

 

“Mr. Khosravi’s execution shows the complete disregard of the Iranian judicial 
system for international fair trial standards and due process guarantees,” the 
Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Gabriela Knaul, 
added. 
 

For the Special Rapporteur on freedom of expression, Frank La Rue, “the 



imposition of such an extreme sentence against a political activist is an alarming 
signal of the restrictions to freedom of expression in Iran.” 

  
The experts further noted that the execution of Mr. Khosravi is not only contrary to 
international human rights law, but is also contrary to the new Islamic Penal Code, 
which came into force last year and prohibits the use of capital punishment for 
Moharebeh in cases that do not involve the use of weapons. 

 

“It is beyond comprehension that Mr. Khosravi was tried twice for the same acts 
and with the same evidence,” said the Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ahmed Shaheed. “This is not only 
contrary to international human rights standards but also Iran’s domestic law.” 
  
Referring to the execution last week of Mah Afrid Amir Khosravi, a former 
businessman allegedly accused of large-scale financial corruption, the independent 
expert urged the Iranian authorities to restrict the use of capital punishment and 
reduce the number of offences for which it may be imposed. 

 

“The fight against corruption by no means justifies the execution of individuals on 
charges of embezzlement, especially when serious questions about the 
transparency and fairness of trials remain,” Mr. Shaheed underscored. 

 

The UN experts urged the Government of Iran to put an end to all executions and 
to institute a moratorium on the death penalty, with a view to abolishing the 
practice all together.  

 
(*) The experts: the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Christof 
Heyns; the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Gabriela Knaul and the 
Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression, Frank La Rue; and the Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iran, Ahmed Shaheed. 

 

ENDS 

 

 
The United Nations human rights experts are part of what it is known as the Special 
Procedures of the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent 
experts in the UN Human Rights, is the general name of the independent fact-finding and 
monitoring mechanisms of the Human Rights Council that address either specific country situations 
or thematic issues in all parts of the world. 
 
They are charged by the Human Rights Council to monitor, report and advise on human rights 



issues. Currently, there are 37 thematic mandates and 14 mandates related to countries and 
territories, with 72 mandate holders. The experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff 
and do not receive a salary for their work. They are independent from any government or 
organization and serve in their individual capacity. 
 
Learn more, visit: 
Summary or arbitrary executions: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Executions/Pages/SRExecutionsIndex.aspx   
Independence of the judiciary: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Judiciary/Pages/IDPIndex.aspx 
Freedom of expression: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomOpinion/Pages/OpinionIndex.aspx  
Human rights in Iran: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/CountriesMandates/IR/Pages/SRIran.aspx  
 
OHCHR Country Page – Iran: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/IRIndex.aspx    
 
For more information and media requests, please contact Naveed Ahmad (+41 79 871 9824/ 22 

928 9477 / nahmed@ohchr.org) or write to sr-iran@ohchr.org  
 
For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts: 
Xabier Celaya, UN Human Rights – Media Unit (+ 41 22 917 9383 / xcelaya@ohchr.org)    
 
UN Human Rights, follow us on social media: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unitednationshumanrights  

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UNrightswire  
Google+ gplus.to/unitednationshumanrights     
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/UNOHCHR  
Storify: http://storify.com/UNrightswire 
 
Check the Universal Human Rights Index: http://uhri.ohchr.org/en 
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